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Welcome

With this publication I
am happy to launch

the premier issue of
‘GLOWING EMBERS’. It is
intended that ‘GLOWING
EMBERS’ will focus on the
work of the Heritage and
Archive Centre and
feature some aspects of
research and scholarship
in progress. It will be
released on an annual
basis.

In its preparation the
longest decision-making
was around that of name
giving as we wished to
express the central idea of
the Centre, that is, ‘using
the past to create the
future’. We engaged with
words such as: connect,
record, share, animate,
link and with names such
as, ‘Back to the Future’,
‘Treasures old and new’,
‘Portal’, and ‘Doorway’. In
the end we settled on
‘GLOWING EMBERS’ – the
live cinders for new fires
evoking ‘gríosach’ as in
the old Irish tradition.

Welcome to our first
edition.

Brian O’Toole

Looking over 
our Shoulders
On the shoulders of giants:

F
rom its inception in 1971 until 2000 Fr. Leo Layden was
the dynamo in establishing the provincial archives. 
Fr. Layden was a key figure in both the Association for

the Archivists of Religious orders and the Association of the
Church Archivists in Ireland.

In 2000 Fr. Jimmy Dunne RIP took over at the helm and invited
Fr. Dick Thornton to join him in cataloguing photographs. 
Fr. Dick has done a great job in sorting and identifying our
photographic collection. 

With Fr. Jimmy’s untimely death in 2001 the late Fr. Ray Barry
took on the job. Fr. Ray did much in the modernising and
updating of the systems. With the help of a grant from the
Heritage Council of Ireland, mobile shelving was installed. In
2002 he secured the help of Fr. Pat Leddy to look after the
photo-technical side of the work. 

Br. Ignatius Curry became archivist in 2005 and continued in
this post until 2010. During this time he completed an MA in
archival studies at NUI Maynooth. 

The late Fr. Peter Raftery was appointed archivist in September
2011 and served in this post until his early death in 2013. It was
during this time that the archives moved from Temple Park to
its present location within the Mission Resource and Heritage
Centre at Kimmage Manor. 

It is with gratitude and appreciation that we remember all the
above who have given many years of dedicated service to the
province in this ministry.
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Dedication

This first edition of
GLOWING EMBERS

we dedicate to Fr. Pat
Leddy who now retires
after thirteen years of
ministry in the provincial
archives. To take on this
service was indeed most
generous of Pat who
had already served in
East Africa for
seventeen years, in USA
for fifteen years and in
England for fourteen
years. 

Fr. Pat’s photo-technical
work over these years
leaves us with a rich
store of more than
88,000 digitised
photographs. We wish
Pat many happy years
ahead; and no longer
being tied to the
computer he may get to
spend more time behind
the camera lens which
he enjoys so much. 

Spiritan Mission
Resource and
Heritage Centre
The mission of the Centre is:

l To encourage and nurture the flourishing of the Spiritan charism.

l To increase awareness and understanding of our past and present
missionary tradition.

Over the coming years it is hoped that the Centre will help meet the
challenge as to how Spiritan heritage can become a resource of
culture and mission for the new evangelisation. 

We envision the Centre as being:

l a welcoming and a religious place,

l a place of awareness raising and action for mission,

l a place that enhances our patrimony and uses it for mission today.

The Centre incorporates the Spiritan Archives and the Libermann
Library as ‘information store’. The work of the Centre is to make the
transition from information to knowledge; information only becomes
knowledge when it is used and experienced. 

The Spiritan Archives are collections of documents or records
which have been selected for permanent preservation because of
their value as evidence or as a source for historical or other research.
They provide evidence of activities which occurred in the past. They
tell stories, document people and identity, and are valuable sources of
information for research. They are our recorded memory and form an
important part of our Spiritan community official and unofficial
history. 

The Spiritan Library tells the story of
human culture where the Christian
symbol of the reign of God (of peace,
justice, wholeness and unconditional,
unrestricted love and
communication among peoples) is
central. I am minded here of Chief
Rabbi Jonathan Sacks’s comment:
‘Science takes things apart to see
how they work; religion [a library]
puts things together to see what they
mean’. Ideally, the ethos of the Spiritan
Library is one of continuous learning and
development.

This nascent Mission Resource Centre has as its chief purpose
the promotion of self-instruction and missiology research and in
particular the study of the Spiritan Missionary Heritage and present
day practice. An additional service of the Centre is to assist and
advise on the integration of information services such as libraries and
archives, within the province. 

Kimmage Manor
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Sean McCabe, a student doing teacher training at St Pat’s, joins us during the summer months.

Our technology is supported by the generous assistance of Niall Collins and Dave Sheehy – 
many thanks.

The Team
We are extremely happy to introduce our team members. Each has a desire to see a job well 

done and working together generates enthusiasm, energy and initiative.

The Centre Committee

Brian O’Toole –
Manager

Margaret Bluett –
Archives

Dolorés Stewart – 
Visuals

Ollie Connolly – 
Library

ACommittee has come together in an advisory capacity as a way to develop the potential of
the Centre in meeting the challenges as to how Spiritan heritage can become a resource for

the new evangelisation. The Committee serves as a ‘reflection-Group’ for the on-going
development of the Centre.

The members are

Deirdre Carpenter (Finance)   Marguerite Curran (Associate)
Marie Finnerty (Promotions) Ann Kinsella (KDSC)
Noel Moynihan, CSSp  Michael Reynolds, CSSp
Myles Ryan (Blackrock) Paddy Ryan, CSSp

We are most grateful for the generosity of the committee member in agreeing to serve with us for
the next two years.
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M
ore and more these
days it is the human
side or personal story

that awakes interest in historical
research. It is the human
interest angle or personal
anecdotes which brings the
research article to life.

I am researching how the
landscape and the use of the
land at Kilshane House has
changed over history from
1660, in the ownership of the
MacCarthy Riabhach family to
the present owners, Finbarr
McLoughlin and Jane De
Roquancourt. During its history

Kilshane House was purchased
by the Holy Ghost Fathers and
was run as a Novitiate from
1933 to 1987.

Two major sources of
information about this period
are:

Thurles library Historical Studies
have a photocopy of an article
entitled ‘Kilshane Novitiate,
C.S.Sp., Tipperary’, written by
Rev E.J. Ryan, P.P., Kilcommon,
Thurles, published in the
Rockwell College Annual,
summer, 1935.

Go Teach All Nations – a History
of the Irish Province of the

Congregation of the Holy Spirit’,
edited by Enda Watters C.S.Sp.,
2000. This book recorded the
Novitiate’s move from Kimmage
to Kilshane in 1933 and then the
move from Kilshane to
Templeogue in 1982. Also in its
possession was Kilshane – A
Memoir (1961-1971) written
anonymously by a priest who
had resided in Kilshane House
during this time. This document
recalls the layout of the house
and the farm and some of the
natural features on the land.

I was delighted to interview two
members who came forward
with accounts of life and
particularly farm life at Kilshane.
The first interviewee was Br. C.
Tyrrell, Blackrock College. The
second interviewee wished to
remain anonymous but his
details can be found at the
Spiritan Archives.

Many thanks to all at the
Archives for their diligence,
help and knowledge in
supporting my thesis research.

Kilshane House
Maura Higgins is studying for a B.Sc. in Horticulture
at the Institute of Technology, Blanchardstown.
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My Research Trip to
Kimmage Manor
Fr John C. Nwaogaidu of Nsukka Diocese, Nigeria did his 
PhD in Sociology in Germany and is presently doing a 
Master research programme in Social Anthropology in
Munster University.

I
t was timely that I went to
Dublin at the time of St.
Patrick’s Day. That was on 17th

of March. I was privileged to
witness the parade. It was quite
interesting with over 200
different groups singing with
vigour and enthusiasm. I was so
struck by a remarkable exhibition
of colourful dances and green
costumes. At Kimmage Manor I
was accommodated in
Shanahan’s House. I was received
with an unbounded hospitality.

In the archive of the Spiritan
Mission Resource and Heritage
Centre, I was made very
welcome. I first read the rules of
entrée to the archives and then
the terms and conditions of
usage, I was given the research
application form to sign. 

Due to the fact that I had already
informed them of my research
focus (i.e. Marriage among the
Igbos of Nigeria, and how the
Missionaries addressed the
problems involved and their
views about the traditional
marriage rituals), it helped them
to source out those documents.
And they were ready to help
whenever I had questions.

I was facilitated in learning what
the archives contained and this
exercise helped me not only to
gain sources on my research base

but also to acquire more
important information on the
activities of the Spiritan Missions.

The documentary sources were
quite important because they
added more elements of
verification to the information
already gathered on my research
topic. Though they did not
provide me with all I expected,
the sources gave me the
opportunity to discover various
issues with regard to cultural
changes consequent of the
advent of Christianity; how they
were tackled by the missionaries
and the effectiveness of the
solutions given.

My meeting with some
missionaries that worked in
Southern Nigeria was also helpful.
They narrated their experiences
years back in Nigeria. Many of
them were active during the
Nigeria-Biafra civil war in
supplying aid to the Biafra
people. Regrettably, they were
asked to leave after the civil war
in 1970 by the Nigerian
government. But my encounter
with them made me appreciate
the splendid work they achieved
with enthusiasm under very
difficult conditions. It also gave
me a more positive impression
about the Spiritan Missions in
Southern Nigeria.

In summary, I found my research
trip to Dublin extremely
beneficial. It was beneficial in the
sense that I discovered more than
what I bargained for. Even
though some of the documentary
reports and sources may not be
quite useful to my research topic,
yet they would widened my
horizon to the missionary outlook
of the Spiritan Fathers in
Southeastern Nigeria.

Left to right: Bishop Whelan, Fr. T. Cunningham & Archbishop Arinze
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Visual History
Ms Fiona Loughnane lectures in the Department of Visual
Culture at the National College of Art and Design and is
completing her PhD in Maynooth.

T
he rich collection of
photographs in the
Spiritan Mission Resource

Centre, includes a set of five
small albums from the early
1920s. The albums document
the Vicariate of Zanzibar, then a
vast mission territory,
comprising the islands of
Zanzibar and Pemba, most of
present day Kenya (including
the cities of Mombasa and
Nairobi), and even parts of
Tanzania to the South. 

I
n 1913 the Irish Spiritan,
Bishop John Neville, replaced
the Alsatian, Bishop Emile

Allegeyer, as Vicar Apostolic of
Zanzibar. The East African
mission is thus representative of
the typically transnational
development of Irish Catholic
missions, whereby Irish
missionaries gradually
superseded their French and
German confrères in British
colonial territories.

While the albums are attributed
to Fr. Con McNamara, he is
noticeably absent from the
albums’ images, casting doubt
on his authorship. The figure
who appears most frequently in
the photographs is Fr. Paddy

O’Connor and much of the
imagery relates to O’Connor’s
work in missionary outposts
among the Giriama and Duruma
people. A sequence of
photographs from Album Three,
depicting a Kikuyu chief, were
credited to O’Connor when
published in The Missionary
Annals, in June 1927. The dating
of the images also suggests
that O’Connor, rather than
McNamara, compiled the
albums. The dates range from
1920-23, and Fr. O’Connor was
in East Africa from 1920,
whereas Fr. McNamara was only
assigned to the Zanzibar
Vicariate in 1924. My suspicion
is that the albums were left in
McNamara’s care when
O’Connor left Kenya for
Trinidad in 1927. They were
clearly treasured by 
Fr. McNamara, who brought
them with him to his various
mission stations, and to Ireland
on his eventual retirement from
mission in 1964. 

These albums are particularly
interesting for several reasons:
firstly, they are quite early, in
comparison to the material held
in the archives of other Irish
missionary institutes. Secondly,
the albums include a series of
fascinating propaganda images,
which depict Kenyans holding
messages aimed at Irish readers
of The Missionary Annals,
demonstrating how missionary
photographs moved between
private and public contexts. 

Finally, in contrast to these
propaganda images, the albums
also include a number of
photographs which record the
personal and affectionate
friendships O’Connor forged
with Kenyans; particularly with
the family of the Duruma
headman, Guni wa Bati. This
type of material is very unusual
among the photographic
records of Irish evangelism,
which tends to present more
institutional views of mission.

Fr. Paddy O’Connor
1890-1966
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Music in the Archives
Mrs. Jacinta Quigley, is a MA graduate of Mater Dei and 
organist in Clonskeagh parish. She has been assisting us
in the cataloguing of our music collection.

W
hat a wonderful surprise
it was when I was
introduced to the

beautifully organised archive
section in Kimmage Manor. All the
records are neatly catalogued and
labelled and filed in an orderly
fashion for easy access. My task
was to organise all the music,
books and manuscripts so future
generations could get a glimpse of
past glories.

There is a lot of music. Everything
from old Irish hymns, liturgical
music for every occasion and songs
from the musicals which were
obviously staged and taught in the
schools. Also included are organ
works by the great masters There is
an eclectic collection of old Irish
hymns written in Irish; melodies like
‘B a Íosa im Chroidhe-se’, ‘Mo
ghradh-sa, mo Dhia’ and many
more. Some were signed ‘e.o.g.’

and one in particular, ‘Don O che
Úd I Mheithil’ was signed ‘Seoirse
Bodley 1961 a chóirigh’. There is
also a wonder manuscript of Irish
hymns signed by Fr. P. Moloney,
which he wrote in the old Gaelic
script, in beautiful penmanship. 

Tunes for choirs are written in 4-
part harmony, soprano, alto, tenor
and bass (SATB) or for the older,
more mature voices, the division
was tenor1, tenor2, bass1 and bass2
(TTBB). Every choir member
received his own individual line, all
meticulously transcribed from the
original music - a truly mammoth
task before the invention of the
photocopier!! Not all the music was
of a religious nature and in fact I
came across a beautiful version of
‘An Chúilfhionn’. 

There is an abundance of liturgical
music, mostly in Latin. Numerous

motets and
anthems by
famous composes
written for all
occasions. I read at
least a dozen
settings to
‘Tantum Ergo’, ‘O
Salutaris Hostia’, ‘O
Sacrum Convivium’
and ‘Ecce
Sacerdos Magnus’
written by
composers like
Bovet, Asola,
Palestrina and T.L.
da Vittoria. Perosi
and others wrote
Mass settings
giving different
renditions of the
Kyrie, Gloria,
Credo, Sanctus,
Benedictus and
Agnus Dei. Oreste
Ravenello wrote a
mass in honour of
his patron, St.
Oreste of Tyana.
There is a copy of
Gounod’s famous
Mass of St. Cecilia.
C.H. Gounod, best
known for his Ave

Maria, composed other melodies to
which words have been added e.g.
‘Ring out Wild Bells’ and a sacred
hymn ‘Thy will be done’. There are
copies of the ‘Holy Ghost Hymnal’
edited by Rev. J. Corless which was
the mainstay of many church choirs
for years. 

The compilations of organ works
range from the fairly simple to the
extremely difficult pieces reserved
for the very accomplished organist
of whom there were many among
Spiritans. Music books, some with
hardback covers, were signed ‘ad
usum J. Dowling; ‘C O’ Brolchain’;
‘P. O’Maoldomhnaigh’; ‘J. Corcoran’;
‘P. Fleming’ and ‘R. Ellison’and ‘A.
Flood’. A book of Pedal Scales for
organ was signed Fr. J. Chisholm.

There was also the lighter side. The
complete vocal score of the ‘Pirates
of Penzance’ is well preserved and
the organ accompaniment of
Handel’s Messiah is also intact. I
found the programme for a
Christmas Concert in 1947. The
seminarians also learned songs one
of which was ‘Parade of the Tin
Soldiers’. In a folder labelled ‘Fr.
Pacius Maamme’ I found the
national anthems of Latvia, Estonia
and Finland and in another, the
words and music of the anthems of
both Nigeria and Tanganyika. There
was an Inter faculty Production
‘Soldiers of Destiny’ a tribute to the
men of 1916 which was directed by
Noel O’Meara. Another discovery
brought a smile to my face. The
music was entitled ‘Boys of
Blackrock’ and old Irish air with
words by H. Blanchot C.S.Sp. which
may have been sung at assembly.
One line from it was particularly
memorable ‘we love to pray, work
hard and play and need no
commendation’. 

This is just a sample of the
wonderful legacy left through the
music in the archives. 
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History of 
Catholic Presence in
Sierra Leone
Fr. Stephen Kumasi, is from Kono is Sierra Leone. 
He is a doctoral student in church history at the 
Gregorian University in Rome.

T
he Holy Ghost Fathers
Provincial Archives in
Kimmage has been of

tremendous help to me during
my doctoral research on the
foundation and growth of the
Catholic Church in Sierra Leone.
During my research I had the
opportunity of visiting the
following archives; Archives
Générales de la Congrégation du
St. Esprit; Archives of the Sisters
of St Joseph of Cluny in Dublin,
Paris and Freetown, Mount
Sackville, Dublin, Ireland;
Provincial Archives of the Sisters
of St. Joseph of Cluny Freetown;
Archivio Storico della
Congregazione per
l’Evangelizzazione dei popoli de
Propaganda Fide, Rome.

All these archives were useful for
my research but I found the
Archives of the Holy Ghost

Fathers Province of Ireland at
Kimmage very useful. The
archives contains a huge and
systematic documentation on
the Catholic Church in Sierra
Leone. A large percentage of the
documents are on Sierra Leone.
The reason is obvious, Sierra
Leone is one of their oldest
missions. Among the many
documents conserved on Sierra
Leone are: letters from Apostolic
Vicars, Bishops and Superiors of
the missionary congregations
and Propaganda Fide; Annual
reports from the various heads
of the mission to Propaganda
Fide; speeches at official events
such as jubilee anniversaries,
reception of new bishops,
consecration of churches,
funerals letters from the
Christian communities to the
Religious Superiors. Another
important and rich source of
information preserved in these
archives are newsletters,
magazines, and bulletins. For
instance; Bulletin Général;

Bulletin of the Province of
Ireland; Missionary Annals;
Mission Outlook and Sierra Leone
photographic Collection.

All of these fonts give a clear
picture of the humble beginnings
of the Sierra Leone mission and
how it grew steadily from
mission to a local church. There
is no gainsaying these fonts have
enriched my thesis immensely.
There is hardly any chapter in
which I not utilised the archives
in question.

Personally I was fascinated by
the orderliness in the Archives.
There is a special catalogue just
on Sierra Leone, which makes
research on Sierra Leone easier
and faster. To conclude, I would
recommend the Holy Ghost
Fathers Provincial Archives, in
Kimmage Manor as one of the
principal and greatest archives
for research on the Sierra Leone
Catholic Church History since it
offers hundreds of primary fonts
on the Catholic Church in Sierra
Leone. I cannot adequately thank
the numerous archivists, who
over the years have conserved
these invaluable documents. God
will certainly reward them for
preserving our history. My thesis
is really the fruit of their
relentless and diligence. I wonder
how much value my dissertation
would have had without these
fonts. 
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James Brown, Pro Vicar
1835-1892

Fr. Ray Barry, 1933-2005,
with friends

Fr. Jimmy Dunne 
1939-2001



The Biafra-Nigeria War
a human tragedy
My name is Sr. Florence Ngozi Emmanuel. I was born and reared in Enugu State, Nigeria and am
working as a Daughter of Charity of St Vincent in Nchia, Alesa -Eleme, Rivers State. For the past
nine months I have been studying here in KDSC preparing for an MA in Development Studies.

F
or my Country Case Study
in Conflict, Security and
Development I had to

present a 2000 word essay on a
chosen civil or intra-state violent
conflict. I chose the
Nigeria/Biafra war. It was an
easy but emotional choice. The
war took place where I’m from
but I knew very little about this
time in our history as it wasn’t
spoken or taught about in
school. This was a time when my
father died and I never knew him.

My course facilitator pointed me
in the direction of the Archives
here in Kimmage as he knew
there would be information
available on the food airlifts. I
was amazed to discover how
much more there was. I never
knew such archives existed. That
it was so alive. That it was
somewhere you could visit,
touch original documents and
study. I found it amazing that I

could handle magazines etc.
from the period I was studying
completely intact – it made
everything so real. I consider and
think of these books as treasures;
treasures preserved for me and
for all who may now get to see
and use them.

I found a lot of information on

the airlifts chapter of the war but
I found out so much more about
the historical overview, all parties
involved and the impact it had
on the country and its people. I
was surprised to learn of the
children airlifted to safety but
who never returned.

Even though I grew up in Enugu
State I was shocked during the
research to read of the extent of
the Starvation endured in the
area and that all this could
happen in breach of a peace
treaty like the Geneva
Convention.

There is a saying that “Studying
the present can be a means of
glimpsing the future”. In my
recent research in the Archives in
Kimmage I used this quote but
also found that studying the past
is just as important and valuable
in making decisions for the
future. It’s interesting that in
coming to Ireland I have learnt so
much more about this chapter in
history of my homeland Nigeria. I
am grateful to have completed
this research and for the
treasures I experienced along the
way.
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(1917-2002)

Fr. Michael Reynolds



Spiritan Pilgrims
in Time
Brian O’Toole

Heritage
Heritage has an “already” a
“being realised” and a “not yet”
dimension to it. While these
three dimensions should never
be separated in practice, they
can be distinguished for the
sake of analysis. The ‘already’
dimension is the ‘collection’.
The second dimension, a
‘present process being realised’
is what is being realised by the
archivist, investigator or
researcher; it is meeting,
discovering and interpreting
our heritage in the context of
the Spiritan journey of today.
To consciously appropriate
what was already there and to
discover through present
experience what was not
previously known are both
movements towards a “new”
future. 

Our traditional words for talking
about time are past, present
and future. While we may use
these traditional words it is
important in terms of heritage
that we do not understand past,
present and future as separate
from each other in a linear
sense. If time is misunderstood
as three separate times we may
emphasise one and neglect the
other two to the detriment of
the whole enterprise.

Past: We preserve what is
“already” known in the heritage
of the Spiritan family – our
Spiritan trove or fount. Part of
the task of the Heritage Centre
is to ensure that our history is
conserved and made available

to people in the present.
Without it our present is
impoverished and our future
diminished. And while we can
appropriate our history only in
our own present experience,
this heritage comes to us out of
the past of Spiritan mission; the
fruits of missionaries’
experience and
experimentation. The way of
Spiritan Life is more inherited
by us from the community we
join than discovered from our
own experience. We are thus
motivated so that out of the
past heritage of Spiritans we
may build a present and a
future for ourselves. Careful
attention to what is already
known will always be an

essential element in heritage
activity but it cannot be
allowed to hold sway without
balance.

Present: The “present” is the
only time that actually exists for
us, and within the present
reside the heritage of the past
and the possibility of the future.
To truly appropriate heritage as
their own Spiritans must enter
into a present active encounter
with that heritage. From
present experience we come to
know what may not have been
known before, or not known in
the same way. The present does
not merely appropriate and
rediscover what was already
known; it in fact adds to the
heritage. If the present is
allowed to do no more than
inherit the past, then creativity
is stifled. The present becomes
a prisoner of itself, captured in
an ahistorical cage of “now”,
deprived of its past and
disowning its future.

Future: The “not yet” future is
seen as arising from the
heritage of the past and the
creativity of the present but
with a newness beyond either
past or present. Faithfulness to

“Post-modernism has cut off the present from all futures. 
The daily media adds to this by cutting off the past. Which

means that critical opinion is often orphaned in the present” – 
John Berger, Keeping a Rendezvous, 1991 p 156.
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our heritage forbids Spiritans
from settling for what is
already, but leads them instead
into new ways of doing mission.

Time
Until recently our Western
mentality has tended to accept
Aristotle’s explanation of time
as a measure of motion along
an imaginary line. But if this
linear understanding is pushed
to its logical conclusion, it robs
the present of its existence; any
given point on the line of time
can be subdivided so minutely
into past and future that the
present disappears into
“noontime” between them. As a
result, we are robbed of “our
time”, and time becomes
objectified outside ourselves,
something that merely flows by
us.

More recently a different
understanding of time has been
advanced by existential
philosophers, most notably
Kierkegaard and Heidegger.
They speak about the
subjective nature of time.
However, already the
beginnings of an alternative to
the linear notion of time can be
found in St. Augustine (354-
430), sometimes referred to as
the first existentialist.

In Book X1 of the Confessions
Augustine rejects the linear
concept of time with its
separation of past, present, and
future. “…If future and past time
exist…they are there neither as
future nor as past, but as
present. For if they are in that
place as future things, they are
not yet there, and if they are in
that place as past things, they
are no longer there. Therefore,
wherever they are, they do not
exist except as present things.”

As we live out our lives we
cannot separate what we have
been from what we are, nor
these from what we will
become. I am who I am because
of my past; my past is in my
present. I will be who I will be

because of my present and the
past that is in it.

Concomitant with this
existential notion of time the
awareness has emerged that we
are capable of taking and
shaping time. We are not
helpless pawns of fate
determined by the inevitable
flow of history. We live in
history and are shaped by it.
But we can also be shapers of
it. We cannot totally control it,
but neither should history
totally determine us.

In the existentialist
understanding, following St.
Augustine, time should not be
divided into three and if this
should be allowed all three
sources must be equally
attended to and held in fruitful
tension. To reflect this a new
language and imagery is called
for. The language and imagery
of “pilgrimage” serves this
purpose. It is language and
imagery integral to the Jewish
and Christian tradition.

Pilgrims
The Hebrew Scriptures
proposes an understanding of
time and history that finds apt
expression in the imagery of a
pilgrim people. Many poets and
philosophers use an image of
life as a journey and the human
family as pilgrims.

There is a pilgrimage only
because there are pilgrims. Any
one place on the pilgrimage
road is possible only because of

who and what went before it.
Pilgrims can be where they are
only because of where pilgrims
before them have been, and
they will be where they will be
because of where they are now.

It is important that the past of
the pilgrim’s progress be
intentionally carried forward
into the present as we work into
our future. Without it we cannot
know who we are, why we are
here, or where we can go.
Without a common past to live
out of, we become aimless and
wandering individuals instead
of a pilgrim people. Thus our
Spiritan past, with its stories,
discoveries, customs, myths,
symbols, rituals and artefacts
are precisely why we can have
the present we can have and
out of it shape our future. To
the extent that they are
remembered and made
available to the present, we can
have a human and intelligent
present. And if our journey is to
be an ongoing pilgrimage, then
the future, while coming to
meet us out of our present and
its past, cannot be simply a
repetition of them. By human
creativity it must be given its
own newness, or else the
pilgrim progress stagnates.

The Heritage Centre
The role of the Heritage Centre
is to ensure that the heritage of
our Spiritan pilgrimage not be
lost, but intentionally
remembered and made
available to the present. It is
equally its role to maintain the
ongoingness of the pilgrimage,
seeing to it that both the
present and its past are a
creative and transforming
activity toward an open future.

If this dialectic between
conservation and creativity is
maintained, the Centre serves
by honouring the past and at
the same time pointing ahead;
pointing ahead to new paths in
Spiritan Life and Spiritan
Mission
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The Bishop Anyogu – Prince of His People
His story written by his grandniece Ms. Maria Otigba.

John Cross Anyogu was the first Igbo to be ordained
a priest in 1930 and the first bishop of the Roman

Catholic Diocese of Enugu which was created in 1963,
the year of his installation.

“This book tells the story of a 12 year old colonial Nigerian
boy who would need Divine Providence to guide him
throughout his unrealistic quest to become a Priest in
England and Dublin with the Holy Ghost Fathers. After
many life tests, trials and tribulations, he receives an OBE
from her Majesty the Queen afterwards  to be confronted with
the 1967 Biafra War situation and the plight of 15 million of
his people.”
More information can be obtained from: 
thebishopanyogu@yahoo.co.uk Bishop Anyogu

Spiritan Mission Resource & Heritage Centre

Contact: Brian O’Toole

Tel: 406 4324

Email: heritage@spiritan.ie

Walk-in hours: 9am–12 noon 
(Monday to Friday)

By appointment: 2pm–4pm 
(Monday to Friday)

The Spiritan Mission Resource and Heritage Centre follows the Code of Conduct on Images and Messages upheld by Dóchas.

WELCOME
Mission Resource and Heritage Centre,

Kimmage Manor, Whitehall Road, Dublin 12.

Libermann Library

Contact: Ollie Connolly

Tel: 406 4456

Email: ollie@kimmagemanor.ie

Walk-in hours: 10.30am–2pm
(Tuesday to Friday)

Archives

Contact: Margaret Bluett

Tel: 406 4355

Email: archives@kimmagemanor.ie

Walk-in hours: 9.30am–12.45pm 
(Monday to Thursday)

Visuals

Contact: Dolorés Stewart

Tel: 406 4347

Email: photo@kimmagemanor.ie

Walk-in hours: 2pm–5pm
(Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday)


