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Archives and the 
Holy Spirit

J
ohann Wolfgang von Goethe said that ‘there is no past we can
bring back by longing for it. There is only an eternal now that
builds and creates out of the past something new and better’.

We all know that we cannot revisit or reclaim the past and yet we
sometimes talk and even live as if we could. We contrast the ‘failures’ of
the present time with an idealised memory of ‘the good old days’ when
life was so much better and the sun shone all summer. Nostalgia is no
new thing.

Of course we know that our past was not all glorious; history never is.
We are all too painfully aware that a small number abused the trust
placed in them and took advantage of children. Some others lacked a
sensitivity that a new culture requires. But to be a Spiritan is to carry
the mantle of both the worst sin and the finest heroism of our members.
To be part of the Irish province makes us part of what has been done
wrong in the name of the Spiritan congregation but it also identifies us
with some of the finest people our congregation has produced. 

Archival work is about putting a human face on records, files and
reports. It is an invitation to us to experience the sometimes forgotten
God as Holy Spirit. In his book ‘Paths in Spirituality’ (1972) Prof. John
Mac Quarrie explains the role of the Holy Spirit: ‘From the beginning,
the spirit of God has been understood as God in the midst of men, God
present and active in the world. God in his closeness to others as a
dynamic reality shaping the lives and histories of men. The spirit is not
something other than God, but God in that manner of the divine being
in which he comes closest, dwells with us, acts upon us.’

We struggle to let go and allow God to be in control and set the agenda
for our future. Our archival resources show how our God, in his
closeness, has been a dynamic reality shaping the lives and histories of
Spiritans. Archival work leads us not only to look back but also to look
inward and outwards towards the future. Archives are sentinels looking
out for those recurring traces of the Holy Spirit who is active in the
world guiding and directing the Spiritan mission.

Brian O’Toole

The Heritage and
Archives emblem or

symbol is a variation of
the Spiritan logo.

It shows the descending
dove emanating glowing
light.

The dove descends over
a map of the world
centred on Africa, where
so many Irish province
missionaries lived and
died.

At the heart of the logo
is a field of wheat ready
for harvest: ‘Truly, truly, I
say to you, unless a grain
of wheat falls into the
earth and dies, it remains
alone; but if it dies, it
bears much fruit’. John
12:24. 
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O
ur papers, files, records
aren’t just papers, files,
records: they are fragments

of narratives filled with failures and
triumphs of missionary lives.
Archival research is the gift that
permits the kind of encounter with
the past that allows it to be a
transforming gift.

All archival materials are generative.
They continue to invite new
understanding and open up new
worlds. They generate new
questions, new levels of critical
reading as they come to be read in
different and unprecedented
contexts. They tell us that there is
more to be found. They bring us
into distinctive landscapes.

Spiritan histories are part of our
buried and frequently denied
biography. They fill us with a sense
of astonishment at the range of
human expression and experience
that can be counted as Spiritan.

An archivist grapples with historical
understanding which is like other
kinds of understanding in that our

minds engage with what is other –
that is what minds do to be minds
at all – and go through processes
with which we are all familiar. We
are puzzled, attracted, frustrated,
repelled, intrigued, driven to
questioning our starting points;
finding them reinforced, finding
them less secure than we thought;
we have moments of bewilderment
and moments of triumphant grasp.

We are all the time making our own
history, in the present as much as in
the past; we construct it by pulling
it together when we want to solve
certain problems about who we are
now. We use narratives to define a
subject – a person, a country, a
process or practice – as something
that exists and persists through
time.

Our history is always a place big
and expansive enough that we
present day Spiritans can fit
ourselves into. Bad history is any
kind of narrative that refuses
enlargement – whether by giving us
a version of the past that is just the
present in fancy dress or by

On Archival Pursuits
Brian O’Toole

dismissing the past as a wholly
foreign country whose language we
will never learn and which can only
be seen as incomprehensible and
almost comic in its bleakness and
lack of knowledge.

We, as Spiritans, develop a complex
relationship with sources that ideally
expresses itself in respect and
patience; we learn the folly of
disengaging when frustrated and
the folly of supporting too soon that
which we do not adequately
understand. We acquire not so
much a confidence in our solutions
as a capacity to continue seeking, a
trust in the process.

In the age of Twitter and
soundbites, in an age that doesn’t
want us to think; the slow, reflective,
patient engagement with archival
materials is an activity in the pursuit
of beauty, truth and goodness. It is
an activity that develops moral
imagination, inspires adventure,
provokes wonder, nurtures wisdom
and leads to praise and prayer.

O
ur archives hold the theses of 153 confrères. One of the earliest PhD thesis is that of Fr. James Joseph Meenan;
his topic concerns the pantheistic philosophy of Ralph Waldo Emerson. Our most recent acquisition is the MA in
International Development of Fr. Mark Brendan Foley of 2017 entitled  ‘Does Engagement with Creative Arts

Change Young People?’

1 2 3 4 5

Theses Collection

(1). 1937, Fr. John J. Dempsey ‘Pelagius’s Commentary on Saint Paul. 
(2). 1920, Fr. Daniel Murphy ‘The Aristotelian Concept of Happiness’. 
(3). 1986, Fr. Anthony Geoghegan ‘The Church As Sacrament and Missionary Motivation In The Light Of Vatican 11’. 
(4). 1971, Fr. Michael Mulvihill ‘Liturgical Aspects of the Oxford Movement’. 
(5). 1972, Fr. Cyril Byrne ‘Computer Education in Secondary School’. 
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T
he purpose and value of
building up a personal
archive box is to assist each

individual to assemble a
repository of their papers and
photos spanning their ministry
years and also their life time.

The importance of this may not be
always obvious or apparent
However in time the significance of
any contributors offering however
seemingly trivial to themselves will
become clearer when it is placed in
its proper context. For example
many confrères may be unaware
that they could be the only living
witness to the work of the Spiritans
in various domestic houses, schools,
institutions or missions in distant
lands. Every one’s experience and
point of view adds another
perspective to our understanding of
what it means to be a Spiritan.
Consequently, each completed
archive box will represent a very
important building block in the
process of constructing a more
complete record of the
development, heritage, history and
mission of the Irish province.

When putting together an
individual archive box some
important guidelines should be
followed:

1. Photographs: All photographs
should have a note of
explanation giving details. i.e. (i)
Date (ii) people’s names (iii)
name of country (iv) name of
district (v) name of place (vi)
name of institution (vii)
occasion it commemorates

N.B. each description of the
details listed in no. 1 above
should be written legibly in
pencil only! on the reverse of

the photograph

2. Letters, diaries, memoirs,
personal papers, newspaper
and magazine cuttings etc.
should be accompanied by a
concise, clear and legible note
of explanation of their subject
matter following the same
principles as outlined in note no.
1 listed above. 

A Guide for the Compilation of
a Personal Archive Box
Séamus Maguire

3. Memorabilia and souvenirs
should be accompanied if
possible by details of: (i) What it
is? (ii) Where it came from? (iii)
What it signifies or
commemorates? (iv)What
purpose it had if any? (v) When
and from whom it was received. 

4. All items should be placed if
possible in individual paper
folders or envelopes i.e. one
folder/envelope for
photographs another for letters
and a separate one for memoirs
etc. 

5. A clear and legible itemised and
chronological check list of
contents should also
accompany each completed
personal archive box.

Please consider visiting the
Heritage & Archive Center at

Kimmage and getting started on
your own ‘Living Archive Box’.

Spiritan Authors
In our holdings are a collection of more than 360 books written by Spiritans and books written about Spiritans.

Fr. Dave Regan 
(1926-2004)
wrote:

lWhy are they
poor?: Helder
Camara in
pastoral
perspective

l Church for
Liberation a pastoral
portrait of the
church in Brazil

Fr. Cothrai Gogan
(1926-2013) 
wrote:

l Come Deaf 
now Hear

lWe bring good
news

lMeditations on the 
Gospels: Years A, B, C

l An cúigiú  soisscéal

l Hymn of the Universe

lMachnaimh choiscéalacha

l The Spiritans in Nairobi

Fr. Brian Hearne 
(1939-96) was a 
regular contributor to:

l The Spearhead Series

l Source book for
Religious Education

l African Ecclesiastical
Review

l AFER

l The Furrow

l Doctrine and Life

His last article was published in
Doctrine and Life in February 1996 just
four months before his death: ‘The
Church I long to See: A Spirit-Filled
Community’.
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W
hen one donates a
‘personal archive box’ to
the archives, a personal

biography and history becomes a
part of the community’s collective
memory.

Over a period of two years 
Fr. Anthony (Tony) Heerey has put
together his own living archive box
and continues to add to it. A small
sample of it, detailed here, tells the
story of his life and what is
important to him that and what he
would like to be remembered. 

The earliest documents are
handwritten letters on Kimmage
and St Mary’s note paper dated
1919-21. Letters from uncles Charles
and Patrick with the sad news of
the deaths of their mother and
father.

The family albums tell the story of
the Heereys of Clonkeefy from
Tony’s great uncle Patrick Heerey
(Canute) who joined the
congregation to more recent family
gatherings at the weddings of

nieces and nephews. They follow
three generations of priests who
joined the congregation.

An important common link for all
the Heereys was Garryross National
School which is captured in its
souvenir booklet, 1862-1978 – this
was the school Tony attended from
1940 to 1948.

Fr. Tony Heerey’s
‘living archive box’
Margaret Bluett

There are many photographs of his
ordination day in 1961 with his uncle
Archbishop Charles Heerey
presiding at the Mass in
Castlerahan Parish Church.. 

A paper cutting and photo
‘Leaving for the African Missions’
from the Irish Press, Dublin, 16
November 1962 keeps alive the

‘Most human affairs happen without leaving vestiges or
records of any kind behind them. The past, having happened,
has perished with only occasional traces… although the
absolute number of historical writings is staggering, only a
small part of what happened in the past was ever observed….
And only a part of what was observed in the past was
remembered by those who observed it; only a part of what
was remembered was recorded’.

Louis Gottschalk, Understanding History (1969)

Br. Canute 1839-1916, 
a great-uncle A family wedding Fr. Tony in Nigeria

Old School Wall at Garryross
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memory of his departure for Enugu,
Nigeria and his future work of
evangelisation in Obollo Eke.

We find a thirty-five page hand-
written diary (1967-70) recording
the turbulent and difficult period of
the Biafra War. Here he revisits
memories of his mission being
overrun and destroyed; his
detention by federal troops and his
eventual expulsion from the
country. 

There is a copy of the Missionary
Annals magazine of April 1967. It is
the edition which commemorates
Archbishop Charles Heerey who
died on 7 February 1967 in the
Borromeo Hospital, Onitsha,
Nigeria.

Fr. Tony worked for
thirteen years 1984-
97 in the diocese of
Arundel & Brighton in
the UK; three years at
Guildford, seven years
at Worthing and
three at Camberley
Parish in Surrey. He
was dean of Worthing
for four years. In his box he has
saved the programme for ‘The Rite
of Induction of Fr. Tony Heerey as
parish priest of St Michael’s,
Worthing, Sussex’. 

We find a condolence ledger of
those present at the funeral
ceremony of his brother 
Fr. Bernard Heerey who died
suddenly in the USA in 1992.

There are class notes and his
certificate from the School of
Applied Theology, Berkeley,
California where he took a
sabbatical in 1994-5.

Fr. Tony was community leader in
Blackrock, 1998-2004 and his box
includes his homily on Bishop
Shanahan delivered at a Mass in
Blackrock College.

In 2004 Fr. Tony made a visit to
Nigeria and he kept a record of this
trip by using many paper cuttings,
photos and travel notes.

The memorabilia that Fr. Tony
received are in the box: ceremonial
robe, beads and hat.

One of the last items placed in his
‘personal archive box’ is a copy of
an article by Antonio Spadaro SJ
‘Wake up the World’: conversation
with Pope Francis about the
religious life (2014).

“

”

We find a condolence ledger of
those present at the funeral
ceremony of his brother 

Fr. Bernard Heerey who died
suddenly in the USA in 1992.

Clonkeefy

Ordination Day in 1961

Archbishop Charles and Fr. Patrick Heerey

Parents, Mary and James Heerey
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B
ack issues of the
Missionary Annals –
initially known as The

Missionary Record of the Holy
Ghost Fathers and subsequently
renamed Outlook – offer the
modern reader unique and
fascinating glimpses into Ireland
over the past century. Not only
do these publications provide
particular insights into the Irish
Spiritans’ multi-faceted story,
they also track shifts in thinking
about ‘mission’ and reflect some
of the social, cultural and
religious priorities of particular
decades.

Unique Windows on 20th Century
Mission History (Part 1)
Gerry Jeffers

Dr Gerry Jeffers is an educational researcher, lecturer and writer. His latest book is ‘Clear Vision,
The Life and Legacy of Noel Clear, Social Justice Champion 1937 – 2003’ (Veritas 2017).

Exploring people’s memories of
missionary magazines, a recurring
theme emerges of how
embedded they were in the
everyday life of homes and
classrooms. Not only did monthly
circulation at one stage tip
80,000 copies, but swopping
magazines with neighbours was
commonplace and, critically, the
magazines were read from cover
to cover. In that increasingly
difficult to imagine world before
television and the internet when
Irish society’s focus was
particularly local, missionary
magazines offered windows on
worlds beyond, often dark,
exotic, adventurous, challenging
and, invariably, fascinating.

The first issue appeared in
August 1919. The editorial team
consisted of Fathers Thomas
Pembroke, John Kearney, Edward
Leen and Jim Burke. They framed
the magazine and the missionary
effort as continuing the tradition

of the fifth to the ninth century
of Ireland’s history when
wandering Irish monks went
forth and brought ‘good tidings
to many who were sitting in
darkness and in the shadow of
death’ (Luke, 1, 79). From the
outset the focus was on telling
missionary stories, arousing
interest, sympathy and support
from the laity and encouraging
vocations. 

Language was frequently
propagandist, appealing to
readers’ imaginations, and,

“

”

Exploring people’s memories of
missionary magazines, a recurring
theme emerges of how embedded
they were in the everyday life of

homes and classrooms.

“

”

One Spiritan told me that he can
still remember a particular image
of a tired missionary wiping his
brow that was significant in

helping him decide to enter the
Novitiate at Kilshane in the 1960s. 

The first three pages of the 1919 edition of The Missionary Annals then called Missionary Record (during its first year only).
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arguably, a sophisticated
combination of exposition,
persuasion, encouragement and
celebration shaped many
subsequent narratives. For
example, in an early 1920s appeal
for support we read: ‘For the Irish
Missionaries abroad scattered
over Africa, each in his lonely
bush station, on his tramp from
village to village, on his bed of
fever, it (Missionary Annals) is the
only way by which he can tell you
of his needs: it is the only means
by which you can know how to
succour him – you, his
countrymen, his friends, his hope.
It is the means by which his little
Chapel is furnished, his catechist
paid, his medicine chest filled.’ 

The alignment of the missionary
effort with the emerging identity
of the new State is striking. As
Hogan (1990, p 149) remarks in
his survey of missionary history,
‘mission literature captured the
spirit of the times and conveyed
a sense of belonging, relevancy
and modernity – a spirit which
was bound to appeal.’ The early
issues illustrate how effective the
Missionary Annals were in
harnessing financial support from
a wide cross section of Irish
society. Columns of modest
donations from named individuals
throughout the 32 counties were

complemented by small
advertisements from business
concerns, particularly in Dublin,
which contributed to the
magazine’s viability. Advertisers
literally included butchers, bakers
and candlestick makers.
Photographs were also
important. One Spiritan told me
that he can still remember a
particular image of a tired
missionary wiping his brow that
was significant in helping him
decide to enter the Novitiate at
Kilshane in the 1960s. 

The evolution of thinking about
missions, including
evangelisation, social
development, lay involvement,
indigenisation, humanitarian and
human rights work is evident
throughout the magazine’s
pages. Shifts in perspectives,
especially following the impact of
encyclicals such as Mater et
Magistra (on Christianity and
social progress) and Populorum
Progressio (on the development
of peoples) as well as of the
momentous Second Vatican
Council are clear. 

As a colourful and insightful
publication from the National
Mission Council in 1979 notes, a
new emphasis in mission was
developing. Here, missionaries
are seen as building bridges ‘to

bring different cultures, religions,
social classes and age groups
together so that they might share
the experience of God in their
lives’. Renamed Outlook in 1970,
the magazine echoes this
renewed vision. A more subtle
and nuanced tone catches some
of the complexities and
challenges of Christian responses
to our world in the later part of
the 20th century. Surprisingly,
the vibrant magazine ceased
publication, somewhat abruptly,
in 2011.  

These back issues of the
Missionary Annals and Outlook,
archived and carefully maintained
within the Spiritan Mission
Resource and Heritage Centre in
Kimmage, are a wonderfully rich
source of story, insight and
religious and social commentary. 

References
Hogan E.M. (1990) The Irish
Missionary Movement, A Historical
Survey, 1830 – 1980, Dublin: Gill and
Macmillan.

McMahon, H. (editor) (1979)
Builders of Bridges, Today’s
Missionaries, Dublin: Irish
Missionary Union for the National
Mission Council.

The first three pages of the December 1969 edition of The Missionary Annals afterwards renamed Outlook.



Blackrock College Archives

I
n 1996 I began working in Blackrock College archives with the late Fr. Seán Farragher CSSp. His
respect for the college history and archives was illuminated by his personal connection to many
of the personalities and buildings involved. Sorting through blackened heaps of documents,

photos and artefacts, survivors of the disastrous fire in the college archives in 1984, I asked
questions of this erudite man. His answers were fascinating, opening a world of French and Irish
history, liturgy, missions, education, the visual arts, a range of characters, both staff and students. 

The two-storey building that
houses the archives was built
in 1986 and despite the fire, we
still have a most interesting
collection. This is being
catalogued. The French priests
who founded the College were
meticulous in their record-
keeping. Our student registers,
bursar’s ledgers and
correspondence, community
journals and other primary
source material give plenty of
scope for original research.
Photographs dating back to
the 1860s are invaluable and
our collections continue to
grow.

The general range of
researchers’ interests covers
the college history, biography
of past staff members and
students and Irish educational
matters. Some are writing
academic theses; some have
been commissioned by
publishers; some are local
historians, both amateur and
professional. We deal with
requests for information from the
Provincialate and from family
researchers. Some important
collections, such as the O’Rahilly
papers, are regularly requested.

Within the College we provide
information, including
photographs, to staff members
for classroom use or for further
professional studies, formal
speeches, exhibitions and
publications. Students, especially
those doing projects, are made
welcome.

We have printed material
including college annuals and
publications about the college.
We collect books by or about
past students and relevant local

(now known as the
Digital Learning Centre).
Interacting with the students and
cataloguing will be the future
main focus of interest.

Caroline Mullan
Blackrock College Archivist

history publications. Programmes
for college events and similar
material are constantly updated. 

Our project of filming interviews
of elderly past students
continues. We also have
recordings of tv programmes
relating to the college and its
staff and students.

Artefacts include banners, radios,
telephones, cameras, trophies,
paintings, luggage, china, cutlery,
furniture, vestments and clerical
garb. Regular acquisitions of
records come from within the
school and we also receive
donations of material from past
students and their families.

Articles for the college annual
and newsletter are regularly
requested. Plans are ongoing for
further 
co-operation between the
archives and other departments
in the college including the library
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Caroline Mullan

100 year old camera, student registers, Bishop Shanahan’s soutane
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Blackrock Missionary 
Bishop’s 
Window

There are six crests on this stained glass window.
We have identified eight missionary bishops of
Blackrock and ask you to help us match the name
with the crest. 

Please contact us at 
Email: heritage@spiritan.ie.  

Allgeyer, Emile 
Bishop of Zanzibar & Nairobi,  consecrated in 1897.

O’Gorman, John 
Bishop of Sierra Leone, consecrated in 1903.

Neville, John 
Bishop of Zanzibar & Nairobi, consecrated in 1913.

Heerey, Charles
Bishop of Onitsha, Nigeria, consecrated in 1927.

Liston, Daniel 
Bishop of Mauritius, consecrated in 1947.

Whelan, Joseph 
Bishop of Owerri, Nigeria, consecrated in 1950.

Kelly, Ambrose
Bishop of Sierra Leone, consecrated in 1950.

Moloney, Michael
Bishop of The Gambia, consecrated in 1958.

At the entrance to the Blackrock Chapel
there is a window that is described as
“The Memorial Window, illustrating the
crests of Holy Ghost Missionary bishops
who were past students of Blackrock”.

Bishop Shanahan
as a young priest

Archbishop
McQuaid as a
young priest

On 22 April 1900 Joseph
Shanahan CSSp was ordained
to the priesthood in the
Blackrock College Chapel. He
retired as bishop of southern
Nigeria in 1932 and took up
residence in Blackrock where
he continued to work actively
in promoting the foreign
missions. From Blackrock he
went to Kenya in 1938. He died
on 25 December 1943.

In 1925 Fr. John McQuaid CSSp
was appointed to the staff at
Blackrock College where he
remained until 1939. He served
as Dean of Studies from 1925–
1931 and President from
1931–1939. His consecration as
Archbishop of Dublin took
place in St  Mary’s Pro
Cathedral Dublin on 27
December 1940. He died on 
7 April 1973.

Other Bishops associated with Blackrock College



Spiritans in India
The Spiritans had a presence in India, from 1862 until 1888. At
Chandernagor on the outskirts of Kolkata Spiritans were
developing a trade school and local parish ministry. At
Pondicherry, 1500 Kms down the coast from Kolkata, Spiritans
staffed a small college.

Serving and dying in 
Chandernagor:

John Carey, Brother Francis Joseph
(John) Carey from Kilfinane in
Limerick arrived in October 1862
and died on 3 May 1865, aged 29
years.

Andrew Carey (John’s blood
brother who was training in the
junior seminary at Langonnet)
arrived on 20 October 1865 and
returned to France on 31 August
1870. He died on 24 April, 1872,
aged 31years 

Brother Samuel (Daniel) Keating,
from Cashel, arrived on 14
December 1867 and died on 4
September 1868, aged 19 years.

Brother Samuel (Cornelius) Naughton,
from Roscommon arrived in March
1869 and died on 30 September
that year, aged 20 years.

Brothers Francis Joseph Carey,
Samuel Keating and Samuel
Naughton were buried side by
side in the parochial cemetery.

Brother Francis Joseph Nesbitt
arrived in April 1871 and served
there until 1887. Brother
Honorius McGeever arrived in
1874 he became ill and returned
to Europe in 1887.

Besides these six Brothers there
were also four Irish Fathers
involved in Chandernagor. 
Fr. William Power arrived 22
December 1866 and was
transferred to Mauritius towards
the end of 1869. Fr. William
Newport arrived in early 1873
and transferred to Mauritius two
years later. Fr. Edward Mooney
arrived on 6 January 1875 and
was followed shortly afterwards
by Fr. Joseph Lynch.

At Pondicherry, Fr. Tom Kiernan
arrived in October 1882 and
died in December 1884, aged 28
years. 

The symptoms from which our
confreres died were: fever,
vomiting, coldness and delirium
which was known at that time
as malignant fever.

The Spiritans withdrew from
Chandernagor and Pondicherry
in 1888. This had followed on
from the establishment of a
hierarchy in India in 1886 which
divided the country into eight
archdioceses. Consequently, the
congregation withdrew in order
to devote most of its personnel
and energy to mission in Africa.
However on 22 October 2010
the Spiritan General Council
decided to re-open Spiritan
mission in India. Today there
are 2 seminarians and 8
aspirants.

On 24 August 2017 Michael
Savariraj was the first Indian
Spiritan to be ordained in the
congregation. In February 2017
Michael Ramesh and Fr.
Boniface made their profession
in the congregation.
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Fr. Marc Whelan with Fr.  Serge Ballanger, leader of the Spiritans in India,
visit the grave of Fr. Tom Kiernan at Pondicherry.

Fr. Pat Palmer stands at the
plaque commemorating Bros

Francis Carey, Samuel Naughton
and Samuel Keating in the tiny

chapel in the old French
cemetery at Chandernagor.
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Spiritan Rule of Life 16.We preach
the gospel under the sign of the
Incarnation. “The Word became flesh”
(John 1:14).

16.1 So that the Christian witness may
become integrated in the culture,
reach people from within and
become a force for liberation in their
contemporary history, we strive in
every way we can for a fruitful
coming together of local cultural and
religious traditions with the gospel of
Christ.

16.2 When living abroad, we make an
effort to study the language and to
understand the people’s ways and
customs (N.D. 1X, 330ff.). We respect
and we accept their human
experience in all its depth. We
participate in solidarity with their joys
and sorrows.

From the journal of the Maumoni
Mission in 1955 we learn that ‘Fr.
Peter Lydon and Fr Jim Kavanagh

prepared Ivuku ya Mboya a prayer
book in KiKamba containing the
Sunday Epistles and Gospels, the
prayers at Mass and the ritual for the
sacraments’. This was used for many
years until rendered out of date by
The II Vatican Council.

K box 9:Writings on Kabaa
Mission/School and ‘History of Faith
in British East Africa (BEA)’ by Bishop
John Neville, handwritten between
1919 and 1933.

K box 6: Dictionnaire Swahili-Français
Tome 1 & 11 (1939) by Carolo Sacleux
Cssp. From the Fr. F Griffin collection
(1983).

K box 6: Prayer Book in KiSwahili,
1925, Church History in KiSwahili
1925, Gospel translations in KiSwahili
1913.

The Kamba Catechism, in KiKamba,
1979.

Box East Africa Texts: contains a
variety of grammars, dictionaries and
readers in Ki Swahili, KiKikuyu and
KiKamba with the following ‘ad
usum’: Joseph O Máille, Brendan
O’Brien, Paddy Cooke, Con
McNamara, Des Arigho, Thomas
Meagher, Colm Duggan, John
Gannon, Jim Kavanagh, Des
O’Sullivan, Edward Fitzgerald.

Hymnal in KiKamba by Fr. James
Kavanagh Cssp, 1960.

Yesu Kristo in KiSwahili by Fr. John
Gannon Cssp, 1949.

Gitabu Kia Hahoya, a prayer book
and ritual in KiKikuyu, 1974, compiled
by Frs. Daniel O’Leary and Patrick
Fullen from the ‘Living Archive Box’
of Fr. Brendan O’Brien.

Misale Ya Waamini, Sunday Missal in
KiSwahile, 1974, from the Fr. Thomas
Meagher collection.

Scripts in Languages of Kenya

K box 9 Writings on Kabaa
Mission-School and History of
Faith in British East Africa (BEA)

by Bishop John Neville,
handwritten between 1919 

and 1933.

Legion of 
Mary Manual in
KiSwahili.

The Triduum
compiled by

Fr. Colm Duggan in
KiKamba 1986.

Guidelins for Pioneers -
Total Abstinence

Association KiKikuyu.

At the request of Bp U Kioka this
text in KiKamba was updated by
Fr. Des O'Sullivan Cssp to include

quotes from Vatican 11.

This story of Jesus Christ
in KiSwahili  was
published by 

Fr. John Gannon in 1949.

Hynal compiled by 
Fr. Jim Kavanagh CSSp 
in KiKamba, 1960.
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Procedures & Policies Booklet

T
he guidelines are organisational
tools which assist us in responding to the immensity and urgency
of archival challenges. These manuals serve to protect and

preserve Spiritan heritage. They are of course not the final word on any
of the aspects outlined but rather serve as a catalyst for the life and
work of those at Heritage & Archives.

Publications 2017

THE KIMMAGE MANOR

GARDENS

            

   
 
 

  
 

   
 

 

            

Spiritan Heritage 
& Archive Centre

Policies and 
Procedures

       
       

    
     

              

The Gardens of Kimmage Manor

T
his little booklet invites you to enjoy the
gardens of Kimmage Manor. To go outside and
rediscover the wonder of being alive. As we

attend in this way we come to appreciate nature as
God appreciates creation. This experience is the very
core of worship, and the gratitude that wells up in us
is the very essence of the Eucharist. We are lead to
realise that ‘everything is, as it were, a caress of God’
(Laudato Si no 84).

Visitors’ Guide to Kimmage Manor

T
his guide to Kimmage Manor invites us to visit again our ‘Common
Home’ and to enjoy our rich heritage. These pages show how over
time Kimmage has been reimagined and remade to serve its various

communities. As we roam about we note the close interconnection
between different spaces, memory and meaning. It is important to recall
the meaning and identity of Kimmage spaces from the Spiritan
community perspective. Kimmage Manor is a rich world-wide missionary
network. For more than one hundred years it has become  a constellation
of people, events and related entities at any given time. Visiting Kimmage
Manor again helps us  to reflect on our foundational experiences and to
recover something of the essence of Spiritan life.

These are available in pdf format on request to
E: heritage@spiritan.ie and hard copies from the reception
at Kimmage Manor.



Below: 
On Left, Fr. Bernard Waave (GB)
and on the right Fr. James Flynn, 

Secretary of the UCE.
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C Scotland’s secret seminary’
presented by Fr. Michael Briody,
parish priest, St Michael’s,
Moodiesburn

This talk was about the
Clandestine seminary of SCALAN
in Glenlivet (1716-1799). He placed
it in the context of the history of
Catholicism in Scotland after the
Penal Laws of 1560, which
imposed disabilities on Catholics
regarding land ownership,
education and the public practice
and profession of their faith. 

At the evaluation and wrap up
session it was proposed that the
next conference be hosted by the
Irish province in June 2019
concentrating on the theme of
digital archiving and in particular
the importance of the
preservation of photos. Fr. Albert
Perrier was elected as 
co-ordinator of the group. 

‘A. How to arrange the archives of
the Congregation in a uniform
way’ presented by Fr. Roger
Tabard CSSp, responsible for
the general archives of the
Congregation.

This was based on a document
by Fr. Gerard Vieira, for the first
classification and subsequent
registering and cataloguing of
documents. Also summarised
were which documents are to be
sent to the general archives. Fr.
Tabard spoke of the work
completed to date in the general
archives and observations on the
future digitalization of archives
and in particular photos. 

B. Our Spiritan Martyrs of the 19th
and 20th century’ presented by
Fr. Albert Perrier CSSp,
Province Europe

Fr. Albert Perrier took the criteria
of “martyrs of fidelity to the
Mission and of charity” and
described the documentation in
the archives on the Martyrs of
Kongolo, and particularly in the
dossier of the process of
beatification initiated by Msgr.
BOUVE in the diocese of Kongolo
in conjunction with the
postulators in Rome and in
Belgium. 

Meeting of the Commission of
Archivists of the UCE, June 2017

T
he biennial meeting of the European Spiritan archivists was held at the Conforti Institute, Coatsbridge,
Scotland, 6 – 10 June 2017. There were 13 participants from eight provinces: Fr. Joseph ZWOLINSKI
(PL), provincial accompanying this Commission. Fr. John McFADDEN (GB), coordinator of the

Commission. Fr. Roger TABARD (FR), General Archivist. Fr. Patrick HOLLANDE (FR), Mme Geneviève KARG
(FR), responsible for the photo archive. Fr. João MÓNICO (PT), Fr. Bernard WAAVE (GB), Mrs Margaret
BLUETT (IR) – heritage&archives and Mrs Dolores STEWART (IR) – photos. Mrs Belinda PETERS (G), 
Fr. Albert PERRIER (BE), Fr. James FLYNN (GB), secretary of the UCE Fr. Daniel MANIQUE (FR), interpreter.
There were three key-note presentations:

Fr. João Mónico from Portugal

Ms. Margaret Bluett and 
Ms. Dolores Stewart from Ireland

Fr. John McFadden explaining
the exhibition at the Spiritan

Archives at Carfin



Spiritan Mission Resource & Heritage Centre Newsletter – Embers

14 – March 2018

Banner Presentations of
Irish Spiritan Mission
Banner Presentations of
Irish Spiritan Mission
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l Sierra Leone (5)

l Ghana (3)

l Nigeria (6)

l Mauritius (2)

l Trinidad (7)

l Kenya (20)

l Alaska (4)

l North Dakota (1)

l Australia (4)

l Pap N’Guinea (4)

l Botswana (1)

l Bangladesh (1)

l Malawi (4)

l Zambia (3)

l South Africa (2)

l Zimbabwe (2)

l Tanzania (8)

In preparation:

l Mexico

l Rostock

l USA: 

n Brooklyn

n San Mateo 

n New Orleans

l The Gambia 

T
hese Banner History Exhibitions display in text and pictures the contribution that Irish Spiritans
have made to mission in many different countries. With advance notice these displays can be
borrowed from the Heritage and Archives Centre, Kimmage Manor. They are also available in

pdf format on request. To date, banners histories have been prepared about:

Tel: (01) 406 4324      Email: heritage@spiritan.ie



Banner Histories

Banner Histories
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Banner Histories

Trinidad: Omission
Not listed was Francis Corrigan who perfected in
Trinidad from 1952-55 spending one year at Fatima
College and two years at St. Mary’s College.

Kenya: Omission 
Fr. Patrick Paul
Walsh was
assigned to the
Kenya district in
1970, he served as
an assistant at the
Nairobi cathedral
before being made
rector of the
archdiocesan
junior seminary in
1971. In 1974 he
became
headmaster at St
Teresa’s Boys
School in
Eastleigh; two
years later he
joined the staff of
St Mary’s School,
Nairobi. He
returned to Ireland
in 1984 to take up a
post on the vocations team.

Kenya: Correction
Fr. Diarmuid Casey arrived in Kenya in 1970.

Fr. Patrick Paul Walsh CSSp

Commemorative plaque to Fr. Chisholm erected
beside the sub post office in Medjugorjie.

Retirement gathering for Mr Ollie Connolly (centre) after 15 years of service in the Libermann Library.

Fr. Michel
Archange Nkong
graduated with an
MA in Historical
Archives from NUI
Maynooth on 
3 November 2017.

Clarification from Embers 3 page 6
Fr. Séamus Galvin was National Director of the Pontifical Mission Societies from 1984 until 1998. Prior to this he

had been National Secretary 1978-1983. He was succeeded by Fr. Edward Grimes who held this post of
National Director from 1998 until 2010.



Stewardship includes all aspects of 
the Province’s heritage.  

Special attention will be given to 
libraries, archives and our 

spiritual patrimony.
Irish Chapter 2012, No. 52


